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Directors Roundtable Speakers 

Gary Steven Findley, President of Gary Steven Findley & Associates  

Gary Steven Findley & Associates is a law firm specializing in banking law whose areas of 

expertise include regulatory relations/legal work, mergers and acquisitions, securities, corporate 

representation, regulatory enforcement action counseling, and capital restoration programs. 

Gary Findley is a specialist in the creating and legally shepherding of new and innovative 

programs for financial institutions. In addition, he counsels boards of directors and senior 

managements on maintaining safe and sound financial condition in a changing and challenging 

environment. Gary Findley is Director of The Findley Group, the management consulting arm of 

The Findley Companies. He is also President and Editor of The Findley Reports Newsletter and a 

Registered Investment Advisor. 

Edward M. Nigro, Executive Chairman of GBank Financial Holdings Inc. and the Executive Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of Bank of George 
 
Edward been actively engaged in the development, ownership and operation of real estate in Las 
Vegas since 1979 and as an investor and manager in healthcare and diversified business 
enterprises since 1984. Nigro Associates, his construction firm, has developed and constructed 
commercial and residential projects in Nevada, Arizona, Louisiana, Oregon, and California. Mr. 
Nigro is the President of Omega Industries, Inc., an investment management firm. Mr. Nigro served 
as a Director and Chairman of the Audit Committee of Western Alliance Bancorporation (a New 
York Stock Exchange multibank holding company with over $4 billion in assets) and BankWest of 
Nevada since their inception in 1995 and 1994, respectively, until his resignation in July 2006.  
 
Mr. Nigro served as Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of the First Tee of Monterey County 
and served as Chairman of the Audit Committee of the Monterey Peninsula Foundation, and as a 
member of the Advisory Board of Habitat for Humanity, Las Vegas. From 1993 through its sale in 
1996, he was a principal stockholder and the chief executive officer, and a member of the Board 
of Directors of Prime Holdings, Inc., which was then the largest privately-held healthcare delivery 
concern in Nevada. Previously, he held numerous senior management positions at Del Webb 
Corporation, including chief operations officer and director for that company’s six hotel-casino 
properties, with annual revenues in excess of $400 million.  
 
Mr. Nigro has served as a member of the Board of Directors of Elsinore Corporation (owner of the 
Four Queens Hotel & Casino) and of Sierra Nevada Gaming Corporation. Mr. Nigro has also been 
active in numerous philanthropic organizations, including Boy Scouts of America, the United Way 
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Casino Campaign Division (as its Chairman), the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce (as its Vice 
President and Board of Directors member,) the Nevada Resort Association (as a Director and a 
member of its Executive Committee,) the Variety Club of Las Vegas (as its Chairman,) and the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association. Mr. Nigro is a graduate of Holy Cross College.  
He has also served as a Commissioned Officer with the United States Air Force, where he was 
awarded the Air Medal for Combat Missions in Vietnam, two commendation medals for 
Meritorious Service, the Vietnam Campaign Medal and other medals and awards. 
 

Kenneth J. Cosgrove, Chairman (Independent Director) Pacific Coast Bankers Bank 

 

Mr. Cosgrove currently serves as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of Pacific Coast Bankers' 

Bancshares and Pacific Coast Bankers' Bank. He has been a board member since 2006 and has 

over 40 years of banking experience. He was also a member of the Board of Directors for CU 

Bancorp and California United Bank and the Vice Chairman of the Bank, prior to its acquisition. 

He was previously the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Premier Commercial Bancorp and 

Premier Commercial Bank, N.A. and had served in that position since the format ion. 

Mr. Cosgrove is active in various community groups including the Providence St. Joseph Hospital 

Board of Trustees in Orange, CA and banking industry association trade groups.  He is an 

alumnus of Long Beach State University and a graduate of Pacific Coast Banking School, WA. 

 

Kent Steinwert, Chairman of the Board, President, and Chief Executive Officer, Farmers & 

Merchants Bank of Central California 

Kent Steinwert’s professional career in banking spans over 48 years.  He joined Farmers & 

Merchants Bank of Central California, also known as F&M Bank, in 1997 and has served as 

President & Chief Executive Officer for the past 24 years. On April 1, 2010, Kent Steinwert was also 

appointed Chairman of the Board of Directors.  He spent his first 23 years in the financial services 

industry at a Global Money Center bank. 

Founded in 1916, F&M Bank is a $5.5 billion locally owned and operated community bank which 

proudly serves California through 32 convenient locations from Sacramento to Merced and in the 

East Bay Area.  F&M Bank is the 12th largest bank lender to agriculture in the United States, the 

largest community bank lender to agriculture west of the Rocky Mountains, and was recently 

inducted into the National Agriculture Science Center’s “Ag Hall of Fame.”  Farmers & Merchants 

Bancorp is member of a select group of only 34 publicly traded companies referred to as “Dividend 

Kings,” and is ranked 14th in that group. 

Kent Steinwert was raised in California’s Great Central Valley, graduated with a degree in 
Economics from the University of California at Davis in 1974, earned his MBA degree from Golden 
Gate University in 1980, and completed Advanced Organizational Management studies at Yale 



3 
 

University in 1985.  He was a director of the California Bankers Association (CBA) for 15 years, and 
was appointed CBA Chairman in 2005/2006.   

He was also a member of the board of directors for the American Bankers Association (ABA) from 
2007 to 2010.  Kent Steinwert served as a director of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco’s 
Community Depository Institutions Advisory Council (CDIAC) in 2014/2016. 

Dedicated to community reinvestment, Kent Steinwert has been actively involved in leadership of 

numerous community-based organizations, serving in positions as director and officer.  Along with 

his wife, Anna, he maintains homes in Lodi and Lafayette, California, has five children and three 

grandchildren. 

 

Kent Fisher, CPA, Partner, Eide Bailly 

Kent specializes in public and privately held institutions throughout California and surrounding 

states. These financial institutions range in asset size from less than $100 million to 

approximately $2 billion. He has developed several areas of expertise, including Basel III, 

acquisition accounting, SEC filers, allowance for loan losses and TDRs. 

When you work with Kent, you can expect responsiveness, guidance on technical matters and a 

dedication to quality control. Kent is frequent writer and speaker on a variety of topics at venues 

such as WIB CFO and Directors Conferences, CB Resource webinars, CBA Lender's Conference 

and the Banking CPAs Annual Conference. 

Kent enjoys biking, and he often bikes his commute to and from the Laguna Hills office. Kent also 

enjoys stopping at the gym on the way to or from work and participating in Body Pump fitness 

classes. 

 

David Sandler, Managing Director, Co-Head of Financial Services Investment Banking, Piper 
Sandler 
 

David Sandler is a managing director and co-head of investment banking in the financial services 

group at Piper Sandler. 

Previously, he was a principal and co-head of investment banking at Sandler O'Neill + Partners, 

L.P. He worked with the firm’s west coast clients in all aspects of strategic planning and franchise 

value enhancement, including asset/liability management, mergers and acquisitions and 

corporate finance. Sandler also advised the firm’s private equity clients on capital raising and 

depository strategy. He is a frequent lecturer at banking graduate schools, trade associations and 

industry conferences. 



4 
 

 

Sandler has been involved in a number of transactions for depository institutions, including 

Bridge Capital Holdings on its $474 million merger with Western Alliance; Wilshire Bancorp on its 

$1.0 Billion merger with BBCN Bancorp forming Hope Bancorp; Preferred Bank on its $100 

million subordinated debt offering; and Western Alliance on its $150 million subordinated debt 

offering among others. 

He sits on the finance committee of the Episcopal Charities of San Francisco and the investment 

committee of the American Friends of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Sandler received a bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

 

Rick Sowers, President & CEO, CalPrivate Bank 

Rick L. Sowers serves as President and CEO of CalPrivate Bank.  He is a Southern California native 

and 1995 graduate of UCSD. He applied his BS in Economics first with Accenture Consulting in 

Los Angeles then joining CAST Management Consultants, where he spent a decade as a VP/ 

Associate Partner. He specialized in creating bank efficiencies, profitability and optimizing 

customer focus and experience.  

In 2008, Rick joined Bank of Manhattan / Manhattan Bancorp as EVP & Chief Banking Officer.  He 

became President of the Bank prior to its merger with Plaza Bank – Irvine in 2015. There Rick 

held positions starting from EVP & Chief Strategy Officer to Chief Operating Officer.  He served as 

the Bank’s President until Plaza Bank was successfully sold in 2017. 

 

Matthew H. Rattner, Chairman of the Board, Endeavor Bank 

Mr. Rattner is a co-founder of Karl Strauss Brewing Company (“KSBC”).  KSBC operates as a 

limited partnership.  Mr. Rattner has served as an officer and a director of Associated 

Microbreweries, Inc., the general partner of KSBC, since its inception in 1988.  Mr. Rattner has 

served on the Communications Committee of the National Brewer’s Association, the Board of 

Directors for the San Diego Brewer’s Guild, and has been an advocate for craft beer in San Diego 

for over 25 years. Mr. Rattner is also a commercial real-estate investor, with over $100 million in 

transactions, in which he has acted as principal and syndicator.   

Mr. Rattner is a graduate of Stanford University, where he holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Economics with Distinction and a Master of Science degree in Industrial Engineering.  He also 

holds an MBA from Stanford Graduate School of Business, where he first helped develop the 

craft brew concept for what would become Karl Strauss Brewing Company.  Matt is also a co-

Founder of Endeavor Bank and serves as a board member and Chairman of the Board.   He is one 
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of the largest individual shareholders.  Matt is not active in the day to day operations of the 

Bank. 

 

Gene Galloway, Director, Lexicon Bank 

Gene is the former CEO of Plaza Bank, a $1.3 billion dollar small business community bank with 

seven offices in California and Nevada, formed in 2009. In nine years, the Bank grew from $90 

million in assets to just over $1.3 billion. Plaza Bank was acquired in November of 2017 by 

Pacific Premier Bank. Prior to that, Mr. Galloway was Executive Vice President of Retail Banking 

at Sanwa Bank, which was acquired by Bank of the West. He has been a Nevada resident since 

2002, and was formerly on the Board of Communities in Schools of Nevada. Mr. Galloway 

served in the United States Marine Corps for three years, serving 23 months in Vietnam. 

 

Dan C. Yates, CEO, Endeavor Bank  

Mr. Yates has more than 40 years of experience in the banking industry, including as president or 

chief executive officer of four community banks, including Endeavor Bank.  He has served as 

Chief Executive Officer of Endeavor Bank since June 12, 2017.  From June 2017 through the 

commencement of banking operations in January 2018, Mr. Yates was compensated as a 

consultant to CBB Venture Group, LLC, an entity formed for the purpose of organizing Endeavor 

Bank.  Mr. Yates served as President and CEO of Neighborhood National Bank, from January 1, 

2014 until his separation from that bank in May 2017.  He led the successful effort to recapitalize 

that bank and improve its asset quality.   

Before being named President and CEO of Neighborhood National Bank, Mr. Yates served as a 

consultant to that bank from October 15, 2013 to January 1, 2014.  Mr. Yates previously served 

12 years as CEO of Regents Bank, N.A. in San Diego County, followed by a year as President of 

Grandpoint Bank.  In September of 2001, Mr. Yates co-founded Regents Bank and during his 

tenure he built and led the team that grew the bank into the fifth largest locally headquartered 

bank in San Diego County, with over $620 million in assets.  He also served, for over 10 years, as 

a Director of NTS, a NASDAQ public company operating in the testing, inspection, and 

certification space.   During his time on that board Mr. Yates served as the Compensation 

Committee Chair and was a member of the Audit Committee.  The company was acquired at a 

significant premium to its trading price representing a highly successful exit for shareholders.   

Mr. Yates is a board member and serves as Vice Chairman of the Conrad Prebys Foundation. The 

Mission of the foundation is to improve quality of life—primarily in San Diego County—through 

the distribution of grants to support medical research, healthcare, higher education, visual and 

performing arts, youth development, animal conservation, and other charitable purposes 

consistent with Conrad Prebys’ history of philanthropy during his lifetime.  Mr Yates is also a 
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board member of the Entrepreneurs Organization - San Diego Chapter and a board member of 

CCBN.    

 

He has previously served on numerous other nonprofit boards, including the Boys & Girls Club of 

San Diego, the San Diego Opera, New Village Arts, the San Diego Police Officers Foundation, 

Western Bankers Association and many others. Mr. Yates obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Finance from San Diego State University in 1982. 

 

Nolan Gesher, Vice President of Client Services, Abrigo 

Nolan Gesher is Vice President – Client Services at Abrigo, where he leverages his extensive 

background in financial technology sales, enablement, and product management to help 

customers be successful. Nolan has a proven track record of leading financial institutions to drive 

growth, manage risk, and scale operations. He joined Abrigo, then Sageworks, in 2016 after 

holding leadership roles at other financial services technology firms. Nolan earned his MBA from 

Rutgers University. 

 

Ryan Canin, CEO, DoxFox 

Ryan is the CEO of DocFox, a digital tool which enables rapid account opening, customer 

onboarding and automated complex workflows for business and commercial banking. DocFox 

currently works with over 180 financial institutions to reduce manual effort through advanced 

document processing with document inspection, data capture and comparison of any document 

and a suite of automation tools. Banks use DocFox to enable remote account opening for 

business banking, bank across state lines with comfort, bank high risk industries or streamline 

business lending and back office processes to completely transform the client experience and 

reduce costs and losses due to manual activities. 

 

David Ruffin, Principal, IntelliCreditTM 

• 16+ years as Chief Credit Officer/Commercial Lender for large North Carolina banks 

• Conducted 3,000+ loan reviews and 350+ capital raise or M&A due diligences 

• Founded Credit Risk Management, a loan review and credit services company 

• Prolific industry speaker and author on credit risk and strategy 

David’s extensive experience in the financial industry includes a long and pronounced emphasis 

on credit risk in a variety of roles that range from bank lender and senior credit officer to co-

founder of the successful Credit Risk Management, LLC consultancy and professor at several 
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banking schools. A prolific publisher of credit-focused articles, he is a frequent speaker at trade 

association forums, where he shares insights gained helping lending institutions evaluate credit 

risk—in both its traditional, transactional form as well as the risk associated with portfolios based 

on a more emergent macro strategy.  

David is an expert in assessing all aspects of the credit process and culture. Over the course of 

decades, he has led teams providing thousands of loan reviews and performed hundreds of due 

diligence engagements focused on M&A and capital raising. Most recently he headed the DHG-

Credit Risk Management division at the Dixon Hughes Goodman accounting firm. David holds a 

B.A. from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, a M.S. from East Carolina University and 

multiple degrees from the American Bankers Association’s graduate lending schools. 

 

Ruth L. Razook, Founder/CEO, RLR Management Consulting 

 

Ruth founded RLR in 1988 to serve community banks primarily in the southern California region. 

RLR is now a nationwide consulting firm focused on providing high quality consulting assistance 

to financial institutions in the areas of corporate strategy, organizational analysis, operations and 

project management, information technology and payments. 

Ruth has conducted engagements for RLR’s clients for more than 25 years including over 50 

start-up banks. She has managed SOX engagements, the relocation of a data center from 

northern California to southern California and a multitude of other projects. Ruth works closely 

with Bank management teams and Board of Directors. 

Ruth is also a frequent speaker at state and national banking and related technology 

conferences, annually facilitates regulatory panels, regularly conducts webinars on a variety of 

banking topics and is an advisor to certain banking industry associations. Ruth is an alumnus of 

the University of California, Los Angeles. 

 

Will Taylor, Director, Portfolio Management Group, Stifel 

Will Taylor has been involved in Asset Liability Management and Portfolio Management since 

1985.  He is a principal and owner of Vining Sparks IBG, a Broker Dealer located in Memphis, 

Tennessee.  Will is a sought-after speaker on banking issues such as strategic planning for 

community banks, Board of Director education and interest rate risk management.  Will received 

his B.A. in Finance from the University of Mississippi in Oxford in 1985.  

Will’s extensive knowledge of balance sheet management techniques coupled with his 

investment banking experience make his perspective unique to the financial institutions.   He 

began his career as a lender for the 10th largest bank broker dealer in the world, subsequently 

moving to trading and taking over the bank’s New York operation.  While with the bank, he 
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oversaw the development of the first mortgage derivatives and collateralized mortgage 

obligation issues.  Additionally, Will worked in the initial development of a secondary market for 

SBA and multifamily securities.  

In 1990, Will joined Vining Sparks as the result of a merger and was mentored by the firm’s 

founder, Jim Vining.  Subsequent to Jim’s retirement, Will became the second largest employee-

owner of the firm.  

Will is active in teaching at the Seidman Center in Washington and is a highly ranked presenter at 

Fed, FDIC and OCC sponsored seminars.  He has served on the faculty of the Southwestern 

School of Banking, Mid-South School of Banking and has led the Bond University School of 

Banking for over 20 years.  He has been published in the following periodicals:  Texas Banking; 

Technical Topics of the Municipal Treasurers of the Association of the United States & Canada; 

and Bankers Monthly.  

Will enjoys spending time with his 4 sons and his wife Mandy at their farm in Taylor, Mississippi.  

He is passionately involved at Global Samaritan Orphanage in Zambia and serves on the 

Executive Council of the Boy Scouts of America. 


