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Charles E. Potts, EVP & Chief Innovation Officer, Independent Community Bankers of America® (ICBA) 

In this role Potts drives ICBA’s innovation initiatives, and financial technology strategies, working with 

ICBA leadership to develop impactful, value-added solutions that help community banks seize new 

market opportunities to meet customers’ evolving financial services’ needs. 

Potts’ extensive experience in banking and financial service firms provided the background Potts needed 

to start, co-found or lead various fintech start-ups including digital banking, mobile engagement, 

financial management and payments providers. Many had successful exits via IPO’s or acquisition via 

strategic acquirers. 

A frequent speaker at national trade shows and conferences, Potts previously served as executive 

managing director at First Performance Global, where he led international business and corporate 

development activities for its card-control and fraud alert platform. Before that he served as CEO for 

NetClarity, a start-up in the University of Florida’s Business Incubation Hub. Prior to ICBA, he worked at 

the Advanced Technology Development Center (ATDC), leading the fintech practice where he mentored 

startups as part of the Georgia Tech-based incubator. 

Charles attended the Georgia Institute of Technology, did his graduate studies at Georgia State 

University in Atlanta and attended the Graduate School of Banking at LSU. Potts, an avid masters runner, 

cyclist and soccer fan, lives with his wife in Atlanta, GA. They have a daughter who recently graduated 

from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she was a nationally ranked pole vaulter on 

the Track and Field team. 

Tamara Gurney, President & Chief Executive Officer, Mission Valley Bank 

In 1980 Tamara Gurney began her career in Community Banking when she began work at American 

Pacific State Bank as the Executive Assistant to the President.  When American Pacific State Bank was 

sold (twenty years later) Tamara was Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer.  Today she is 

the founding President and Chief Executive Officer of Mission Valley Bank, a $557 million (March 2022) 

community-based business bank headquartered in Sun Valley, California.   

In 2000, Tamara brought together a group of highly respected community business bankers as well as a 

number of local area businesspeople to form Mission Valley Bank.  After raising slightly more than $6 

million in initial capital, together this group opened the doors of Mission Valley Bank in July of 2001.  

While it wasn’t an easy start – the Bank’s first location was a “triple wide trailer” set-up in the parking 

lot of the site that today serves as the Bank’s 10,000 square foot headquarters building – it worked. 

Tamara and her team’s commitment to build a bank that was “more about the client and less about the 

bank” proved to be exactly what the area needed.  Mission Valley Bank reached breakeven after just 

eleven months of operation and was “black/black” or fully profitable in less than thirty months.  

Today Mission Valley Bank’s 2 branches as well as the Bank’s Specialized Lending and Accounts 

Receivable Divisions, serve more than 3,000 clients. 



Tamara has a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Phoenix and is an 

Honors Graduate of the University of Wisconsin’s School for Bank Administration in Community Bank 

Management. 

Ryan Canin, CEO, DocFox 

Ryan Canin is co-founder and CEO of DocFox, the fintech that automates business account opening for 

over 250 financial institutions including banks, fintechs, and crypto companies. 

While consulting for some of the world’s largest banks, Ryan spotted the need for an improved, digitized 

solution to onboard complex clients. He pivoted his focus to serve smaller commercial financial 

institutions, supporting innovation where it was most needed. The first prototype of automated 

business onboarding was built shortly thereafter, and DocFox was founded in 2016. 

Ryan holds a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering from the University of the Witwatersrand in 

Johannesburg, South Africa. He lives in Boston, MA with his husband and two Saint Bernard’s. 

Kim Samoy, VP BSA Officer, Oak Valley Community Bank 

Kim Samoy has worked in the financial industry for 27 years and has been with Oak Valley Community 

Bank since 2007.  At the time of joining the bank, Oak Valley had 12 branches with less than $500 million 

in total assets and has since expanded its footprint to 18 branches and increased total assets to $1.9 

billion.  While managing the Bank’s BSA program, she also served as the CRA Manager and was 

instrumental in developing the CRA program.   

Prior to Oak Valley, she worked for Bank of the West and other small to large-sized community banks in 

a variety of roles, including retail positions from teller to branch manager, commercial banking group 

administrative assistant, consumer loan underwriting, and BSA compliance.  Kim also worked for 

Banker’s Toolbox, Inc. and traveled to financial institutions nationwide to conduct BSA/AML software 

product training. 

Nolan Gesher, Vice President – Client Services, Abrigo 

Nolan leverages his extensive background in financial technology sales, enablement, and product 

management to help customers be successful. He has a proven track record of leading financial 

institutions to drive growth, manage risk, and scale operations. Nolan joined Abrigo, then Sageworks, in 

2016 after holding leadership roles at other financial services technology firms. He earned his MBA from 

Rutgers University. 

Debbie Escobedo, President & CEO, Balboa Thrift & Loan 

Debbie Escobedo is President and CEO of Balboa Thrift and Loan, headquartered in Chula Vista, CA.  She 

has been employed with the Thrift for over 32 years and has held numerous, if not all, positions within 

the Thrift.  She assumed the position of CEO just 3 years ago and has changed many of the processes, 

most importantly, the functions within the IT department, which was an area extremely foreign to her. 

She is quick to recognize that the thrift could not survive without her supportive and incredible Chief 

Risk Officer, Chief Financial Officer and their newly acquired Managed Service Provider. 

 



Being the leader of Balboa Thrift and Loan has been an accomplishment she is extremely proud of and is 

pleased to continue watch the Thrift grow and succeed. 

Michael Clemmons, vCIO, Meriplex 

Michael brings over 35 years of experience in Information Technology and has a diverse background in 

all IT disciplines and operations. His responsibilities and influence extend throughout all areas of Reliable 

IT – A Meriplex company, including strategic planning and oversight, corporate management, 

technology deployment, project management and Client and network operations. He has strong 

leadership skills and prioritizes Client service and Client satisfaction. He brings a unique and insightful 

perspective to our team and strongly believes in providing the right resources at the right time. 

 

 


